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ROBIN WILLIAMS 


DAVID LETTERMAN 


Used to be a joke had two parts: What's this fly doing in my soup? Wow! Fly in my soup? But you know... Ye-ah! What's next? What 
the set-up and the punchline. What a concept! (Peter Lorre voice) Oooh myyy! Tere’s a flyyy are we doin’? Oh, a joke? Do we have time 
Not with today’s comedians! To een red ore des sti ee ee «fy, Boss! for this, Paul? Hey, Paul. ..are you paying 
A A * Ze fly! (Elmer Fudd voice) Kill du fwy... Kill dul WWY. attention, Paul? Should we do this one or 
see what we mean, just imagine... (Regular voice) Fly in my soup! I want to DIE! (High-pitched not? It’s up to you, Paul. (Audience groans, 
voice, as in the movie “The Fly’) Help me! Help meee! (Liz annoyed) Okay... Uh oh! (Goes bug-eyed) I 
i ¢ Taylor voice) There's a what in my soup. .? A fly? Only one? been hyp-mo-tized!! Don’t know why I said 
(Panicky voice) BEEP BEEP! MAYDAY! MAYDAY! that, I just like saying the word 
(Unintelligible) I mean. ..it’s crazy... fly in my soup... “hyp-mo-tized.” Ye-ah! But you know... 


(silence) Did you hear that, Paul? Silence. 
Sort of a “comedy lull”. . s We're just 
coasting, right Paul? A little breather 
between jokes. Just saving our energy for 
the... you know, Paul, I went toa 
restaurant the other day, don’t want to 
name the restaurant, but it was (NBC 
Lawyers bleep out name), and I don’t want to 
say anything, just...don’t order the soup, 
okay? That's all I'm saying. So here he is, 
you know him, you love him... 


I mean, it’s like Nancy Reagan on steroids! 
Just say NO! (Incoherent babbling) 


DIFFERENT 
COmeEDIANS 


TOW THE 
same 


JOKE 


(There's a fly 
in my soup...) 


RODNEY DANGERFIELD 


Hoo...heh...I’m tellin’ ya... Went to a restaurant. Tough 
place, really tough... .the black-eyed peas had real black eyes! 
(Tugs on tie, rolls eyes, starts to perspire) | asked the waiter what was 
on the menu. He said he thought it was tomato sauce. ..Like I 
tell ya, I get no respect. (Thunderous applause) | asked for the 
chicken soup. Big mistake. There was a fly in it. (Yanks tie, eyes 
bulge, sweats heavily) \ asked the waiter why there was a fly in my 
soup. He said it wasn’t a fly, it was a very small chicken... 
No respect, no respect at all. (Wrenches tie, eyes spin wildly, 
Sweat Sprays onto audience) 


SAM KINISON 


WRITER RUSS COOPER = ARTIST MORT DRUCKER 
Yeah...I went to this restaurant the 
other day. ..ordered some soup... there 
was a fly in it. Waiter asks me what’s 
wrong. I say, “Oooooh, nothing. Just that 
there’s this FLY IN MY SOUP! I CAN'T 
BELIEVE IT! A FLY IN MY SOUP!!! 
AAARRGHGHGH! I'm sorry if I seem a little 
upset, but excuse me if I’d rather not be 
served a meal with LIVE MEMBERS OF THE 
ANIMAL KINGDOM SWIMMING AROUND IN IT! 
AARRRRRGHGHGH! Call me crazy, but if I 
wanted to consume insects as part of my 
daily diet I'D GET MARRIED AGAIN! I 
WAS IN 'NAM!I WAS MARRIED FOR TWO 
YEARS! I WAS A HOSTAGE IN HELL 
FOR TWENTY-FOUR MONTHS! AAARRRRGHGHGH- 
GHGHGH!” Thank you. You've been great. 7 


GEORGE CARLIN 


‘Went toa restaurant... weird, man. Got a fly in my soup. Why do 
they call flies “flies,” man? Ever wonder? I mean birds fly too, 
right? The weird thing is that flies don’t fly that much. The 
flies I see, they crawl all the time. (New York voice) 

“Gee, Martha, dere’s a crawl in my soup.” Why do they call 
fleas “fleas”? What are they running from? Are they fleeing the 
soup? Then don’t order scary soup, man... After all, what is 
soup but just a bowl of wet food... right? I don’t trust soup 
anyway. Soup is food right before you throw it away... 
Soup is food’s last chance to get eaten...I figure, if 
it ain’t been eaten by now, let the flies have it, man! 
(Makes a real goofy face, then leaves stage) 


DANA CARVEY 
(As the Church Lady) 


So...I went to the restaurant from hell and 
ordered soup...and there was this teensy weensy 
little teeny tiny fly in my soup...and I said, 
“Oooh...a fly in my soup...isn’t that 
CON-VEEN-IENT!” I went up to the waiter and I 
said, “My, my, my...a fly in my soup...a little 
beastiality buffet for the customers, hmmm? A 
little sin soufflé, eh? Gee, I wonder who could 
have put that fly in my soup...hmmm, I wonder... 
the chef, maybe?...No...the Campbell’s Kids, 
perhaps. I wonder...who could it possibly be... 
Oh, I don’t know... maybe...SATAN!?!” So then I 
said, “You look a bit nervous, Mr. Waiter... 
feeling a little prickly heat in your bulbous 
tipping region? Hmmm? Why do you call yourself 
a ‘waiter,’ anyway? What exactly is it you’re 
waiting for? Could it be, oh, I don’t know... 
let’s see... let me guess...oh...perhaps... 
SATAN?! Isn’t that special!” So I said a little 
prayer against the restaurant and did my little 
superiority dance just like this... Hit it, Pearl! 
(Music begins, helshe dances weirdly off stage) 


STEVEN WRIGHT 


...mumblemumblemoan...1 heard about this 
restaurant... had reservations... but I went 
anyway. I ordered soup...they brought it to 
me, and it had a fly in it. I was so de- 
pressed...I had ordered moth...mumble...1 
wonder if flies hate it when they order soup 
and they get a human in it...I know I do. Of 
course, I couldn’t eat him, so I took him home 
as a pet...named him “Buzz”...funny thing is, 
he named me the same thing... mumblemumble... 
I feel bad, though. ..he wears glasses, and my 
friends always make fun of him...call him “400 
eyes’”...mumble...he got so depressed he tried 
to commit suicide. ..came home one day, found 
him with his head stuck in a no-pest strip... 
But they do make great pets...they just need a 
litterbox. ..and one piece of litter... .I love 
my pet fly... he makes me so happy...I almost had 
a facial expression... .m#umblemoanmumblemumble... 


YAKOV SMIRNOFF 


What a country! Went to American restaurant. There was a fly in 
my soup. In Russia, fly in soup is considered two-course meal! 
What a country! Restaurants are nice here. It’s different in 
Russia. Russian restaurant doesn’t have waiters. Customers are 
the waiters. Waiting for food! What a country! In America, 
it’s great. American people are lucky to have enough soup for 
fly to get wet in. In Russia, fly is lucky to get damp! 
What a country! You leave tips here in America...In 
Russia, you don’t want to leave tips... you just want 
to leave! What a country! What a country! What a (etc...) 
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WRITER & ARTIST ANTONIO PROHIAS 9 


A Carve out a unique niche for 
- yourself that no one else has tried. 


It's possible to be too creative 


Comedy is a tough business. 
Take it from us — as a comedy 
magazine, we know a thing 
or two about comedy! 
Actually, we know just a 
thing about comedy — 
that it’s a tough business. 
We also know that stand- 

up comedy is particularly 
tough! Okay, so technically, 
we know roughly one-and- 
a-half things about comedy. 
Still, in an effort to learn 
more, we fully intend to read... 


TONIGHT: Ww 


| CHAD GORPLEY, 


HE FIRE-EATING 
AL GORE IMPERSONATOR: 


3:00 PM 


You know what I wonder 
about? What if Elmer 
Fudd was a gay mafia don, 
and he had a summit 
meeting with the King of 
Denmark, who could only 
communicate with 
semaphore flags. I think 
it would go something 
like this... 


Keep all political 
humor current 


a | 
1t 


©) Observational humor only works when it 
“hasn't been observed 73 trillion times before. 


You know 


what's weird? 
They call Pee 
it Labor Day, Leave the feminine comedy 
Eat noborr to women. 


You know 
what I hate, 
When you lose 
your tampon in 
your crotch! 


works! 


\) 


What's the deal with 
Warren G. Harding, 

huh? You have to be a 
pretty lame president to 
‘be involved in a scandal 
named after a teapot! 


Racial jokes are racial jokes, no 

matter how you try to soften them. 
=~ “| Gasca 

‘ How many 
African-American 
gentlemen does it 
take to change a 

light bulb? 


Remember the cardinal rule of comedy: 
“Brevity is the soul of wit.” 


So a priest, a rabbi, an 
imarn, a Buddhist monk, 
anun, an atheist, an 
aardvark, a parrot, and 
a robot walk into a bar... 


> 
eLANt 


Self-deprecating humor is 
usually successful, but don’t 
go overboard with it. 


Don’t underestimate your 
audience's intelligence. 


Man, I tell you, 
I’m the most worthless, 
untalented piece of 
ZW | garbage that ever lived. 
You want to know what 
a sickening, stupid 
waste of oxygen I am? 
Well the other day 
I hauled my ugly, 
disgusting body to 
the supermarket... 


So, let’s see 
what’s in the news 
today. I read that 
Barack Obama — 
he’s the President 
of this country 
— and Joe Biden — 
now he’s the 
Vice President.., 


When advertising for your show, 
it’s generally best to only include positive 
critic quotes. 


) Doing comedy for a cause is great, 
but choose the cause carefully. 
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“absolute worthless Wow, this A of 
garbage that makes crowd is really 4 yA ; 
us want to vomit” fired up tonight! be y 
4 

— Our Lady of Mercy 4 
4. 
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Convent Bulletin 


ORs 


“He is to comedy 
what Fred Astaire 
was to monster 
truck racing.” 

—— Newsday 


“Truly revolting 
slop.” — Cat Fancy 


Simply throwing out pop culture 
references with no context 
isn't going to work. 


Man, it was so 
hot today, the 
French were 
surrendering to 
Michael Vick’s 
astronaut 
girlfriend! 


TOLKA 
2 2ee 


a 
5 — 2» ) 


78 54 Museum, 
Y Thy, hy: 
JE PAUUT 14 mee TOTHE he 


MUSEUM GONE MAAS! 


? The Art & Humor of MAD Magazine 
June 8 through October 27, 2024 


Original artwork created by Kelly Freas for the cover of MAD #41, Sep 1958, ™ & ¢ E. C. Publications, Inc. 


Remember those old “Practical Joke Catalogs"? They were filled with such hilarious gimmicks as rubber chickens, hot gum, dribble glasses, and whoopie cushions...and 
people bought these ridiculous items to play practical jokes on each other. Well, today’s practical joker is faced with a big problem. Mainly, everyone is wise to those dull old 


“tricks.” What we need now is some dull new “tricks.” So we assigned our “Dull New Trick Writer-Artist, Al Jaffee, to design some inventive items for: 


MAD’S UPDATED PRACTICAL JOKE CATALOG 


THE “DEAD TV SCREEN” PLOY 


STAND BY \\| 


=e" 


h 71. 


Phony Opaque Plastic Screen with a "Please Stand By” message printed on it 
comes in all popular sizes and unrolls to fit perfectly over any TV screen. 


THE “EMBARRASSING $20 BILL” JOKE 


BLUE DYE 
FAKE - DISPENSER 
$20 BILL 
GLUED TO. 
BOTTOM 


OF BOWL 


C 


After failing to remove the bill, he 
goes to wash blue dye off his hand 


and discovers that there's no soap. 
14 


x \ an “ 
Fake $20 Bill (with waterproof adhesive backing) can be attached easily to 
any toilet bowl by first draining water and then pressing firmly in place. 


Carrying Phony Screen rolled up in your 
pants leg, drop in on a neighbor who is 
an avid sports fan when you know a big 
game is on and ask to borrow something. 


” 


| (hs 


Finally, realizing there is no way to 
get the blue dye off, guest decides to 
keep his hand in his pocket all night. 


Sere 
Dinner guest goes to bathroom, sees a 
$20 bill in toilet bowl and eagerly 
tries to remove it from bluish water. 


i Later, at dinner, Practical Joker Host 
will get a big kick out of watching all 
his guests eat their food with one hand. 


WRITER & ARTIST AL JAFFEE IDEA DIANE RICCOBENE 


PLEASE 
STAND BY 


PLEASE 
STAND BY 


When neighbor leaves, quickly sla 
Phony Plastic Screen on TV, turn 
down sound, and leave when he comes 
back with the item you're borrowing. 


sports fan will return to TV 
and watch phony message with ever 
increasing anxiety as time passes 
and nothing seems to be changing. 


Then, when he starts switching chan- 
nels and discovers they're all on the 
blink. he'll probably kill himself or 
do something else that's real funny. 


THE “UNLIGHTABLE BARBEQUE BRIQUETTES” GAG 


PHONY 
“ROCK” 
BRIQUETTE 


t 
BLACK DYED 


ASBESTOS 
COATING 


Ay 
2 =e VR EON 
Asbestos-Covered Barbeque Briquettes can be used to test the patience 
and emotional stability of any would-be backyard chef with amusement 


Bored barbeque guests sit around, miserable 
and hungry, as their desperate chef-host at- 


WORSE AY 


PNGREST GY 
OME 


For extra fun, time with a stopwatch to see how long it 
takes for frustrated chef-host to finally sacrifice his 
pride and wallet, and take entire party to a restaurant 


Great fun can be had by watching as chef-host resorts to 
using crushed newspapers, kindling wood and anything else 
around that can be used to get the %$*@+6! fire started. 


THE “FORGOTTEN CHECKED COAT” PLOY wis si THE “FROZEN WATERBED” GAG 


CHEMICAL 


CAPSULE 
FILLER PLUG Y 


LIMBURGER , Wi 
CHEESE PACKETS __ é j ; Hi) 6 W ay 
ae { ‘ This joke works best in a restaurant In a couple of weeks, the Limburger “ YA, 
SN y where the service is lousy, and the Cheese will begin to rot through the Specially made "Quick- Unplug waterbed, insert and shut. Releases a special 
S people are nasty. Merely check the gauze wrappings, filling the Check ly Dissolving Capsule” “freeze chemical'—the same found in athlete's ice- 
Old Coat with Limburger Cheese wrapped in gauze and sewn into lining can be coat, and then, somehow, manage to Room and the entire restaurant with fits neatly into “fill packs. Fun begins when occupants of waterbed awake 
used to play hilarious practical joke on an unsuspecting check room attendant. leave the place without it unnoticed. an unbearable disgusting yechy odor. plug” of any waterbed. to find theyve been sleeping on 1500 pound iceberg. 
THE “SCORCHING STEAM IRON” JOKE THE “FIREWORKS ASH TRAY” EFFECT 


meme f ASHTRAY MOLDED OF TEMPERATURE SENSITIVE EXPLOSIVE PARTICLES 


5 


Be 


mre} E Hi) ; 
The joke here is to fill the bottle Hi Be ne 
of distilled water in the laundry Ordinary-looking Ash Tray consists of specially-treated temperature- As smoker places cigarette into ash tray, 
miniscule explosive particles cling to it. . 


room with special “Scorching Dye.” sensitive explosive particles pressed into the shape of an ash tray. 


—_—— 

SA Hlo\i WSS — \ 

When a laundress uses the iron to press any Huge scorch mark is produced on the garment being ironed. Of course, cy ; 

clothes, the "Scorching Dye” is released as it's only a joke, because the dye washes out with water and the laun- When smoker takes cigarette back from ash 
steam, and the results are truly horrifying. dress will share in the fun after she recovers from her heart attack. tray, nothing apparently is wrong with it. 


PROTECTIVE TOP 
PLASTIC STRIP. 


BREATHER HOLES 


BREATHER 
HOLES 


THE “EVER-BLEEDING BAND-AID” TRICK 
/ seacepineracne 


. PLASTIC SKIN Jr) 2 Z : S } 


PEEL-OFF BOTTOM PLASTIC 2 ee This practical joke works best Victim tightens and squeezes Squeezing bursts fragile bubble, Funisin seeing victim use one phony strip after an- 
16 ona victim with a minor wound. trick band-aid around finger. and dye begins to run like blood. other while screaming, "Help, I'm bleeding to death!” 17 


THE “MONSTER IN THE FISH TANK’ EFFECT 


yh, [GIN 


Trick Fish made of thin, opaque, toy- With the fin removed, the Fish is When visiting any place with a fish 
balloon-type material with a neatly- filled with a special chemical that tank, this trick is always good for 
concealed fill hole under its dorsal is affected in a rather curious and some hilarious fun. Jokester simply 
fin is used in this practical joke. marvelous way by mixing with water. sneaks Fake Fish into the aquarium. 


set ee fi IAn7 
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After a while, the Trick Fish gets so huge that water star 
in Fish’s belly suck. water inside the fish tank...along with the other rare fish. Astonishment on everyone's 
where it combines with chemical to face soon follows, to the great amusement of the practical joke’s perpetrator. 
produce a “Slowly Expanding Gas”. (Note: This hilarious trick is equally effective in swimming pools and lakes.) 
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MINI TAPE MINI | 


| 
| PLAYER SPEAKER 
l i 


Y Goa, BATTERY PACK PRESSURE SWITCH 
Ordinary toilet seat (A) is Heart of this practical joke is toilet seat with built-in © 
removed and replaced with _ tape player and speaker (shown above). When user sits down, 
Talking Toilet Seat” (B). pressure switch activates tape player, and the fun begins. 


A— “PHOOOOZZZZZ!" 
| B—“‘Help... I'm drowning!” 


C— ‘Charlie, are you sure 
i this is the way out of 
the 42nd Street sewer?” 


_ D—“Hey, why did it sudden- 
ly get so dark in here?”’ 


| E— “Attention, all cars!! 
Emergency! Emergency!! 
A disgusting, slimy, 
j thirty-foot Python is 
| loose in the streets, 
and was last seen en- 
tering a city sewer!!”” 


Hey, lady!! What are you 
doing?! There are Plumbers 


working down here... !! 
WNC 
Wey) 


pil 


Victim's weight on toilet. Victim is shocked to hear funny message or sound like | F— “Pardon me, lady, but 
seat turns tape player on. muffled voice from toilet. the list shown at the right have you seen Jacques 
{ Cousteau up there... ?” 


18 


e “ . s 
ry BUT IT PLAYED ON PLUTO DEPT. i ° 
Some say this world has become so dire, there are few places left for comedy to thrive. Well, fear not! Comedian Eddie Pepitone 
has inked an exclusive deal with legendary world-abandoner Elon Musk to do stand-up on the Red Planet! Presenting... 


THE FIRST_-OMEDIAN On 


BREAK A LEG, EDDIE! BUT 
DON’T REALLY BECAUSE 
THERE WON’T BE DECENT 
MEDICAL FACILITIES ON 
MARS FOR AT LEAST 
FIVE MORE YEARS! 


HAHA! GOOD ONE, 
MR. MUSK! AND 
| THOUGHT | WAS 
THE COMEDIAN! 


THIS |S GREAT! | NEVER 


HAVE TO WORRY ABOUT 
WAZE MAKING ME LATE TO 
A SHOW AGAIN! 


HOW ABOUT THAT $/X-MONTH 
DUST STORM GOIN’ ON? ALL THE 
LEMON PLEDGE IN THE GALAXY WON’T 
MAKE A DENT IN THAT, AM | RIGHT? 
HEY, YOU CAN’T LEAVE-|’M THE 
ONLY HEADLINER ON THE PLANET! 


WHAT ARE YOU, SOME KINDA MALFUNCTIONING ANDROID e 
SENT BY CORPORATE MASTERS TO SABOTAGE THE COLONY 
AND MY SET? SECURITY! TOSS HIM OUTSIDE AND SEE 


HOW LONG HE CAN HECKLE W/THOUT AIR!! 


YOU SUCK, 
PEPITONE!! 


WRITERS KAREN SIMMONS ARTIST TRAVIS MILLARD 


& EDDIE PEPITONE EDDIE DOES SO WELL ON MARS THAT MUSK SENDS HIM ON 
CARCOGEN AN INTERGALACTIC COMEDY TOUR ACROSS THE UNIVERSE. 
A ae 


EXCUSE ME, DO YOU HAVE FOUR 
ANTENNAE, OR HAVE | JUST HAD 
ONE TOO MANY $/DECARS? | KID! 

YOU’RE REALLY A LOVELY HUMAN 
BEING-| MEAN, ALIEN TREE MONSTER... 


HAVE AZZ EARTH UNFUNNY, THIS ONE IS! 


COMEDIANS GONE = FOZZIE BEAR, MY 
TO THE DARK SIDE Lod Soran FAVORITE COMEDIAN 
OF THE FORCE? pes : ALWAYS WILL BE! 


TX Fa 


ISASTERS OF THEIR OWN DOMAIN DEPT. \ f ) 
One of the hottest shows on T.V. revolves around a 
‘ comedian and his pals "exploring" taboo topics. To 
OP ae them, everything is fair game! Masturbation, rare 
diseases, nose-picking--every episode is totally. . . 
So | said to him, 
"Senator Packwood, f 


are you the Master 
of your Domain?" 


To watch young adults 
concerned with nothing 
other than their careers 
and having sex is kinda 
fun, don’t you think? 


Not at all! 


Kramer! | once had a first I'm still wearing 
name, or maybe it was my 
last name! It was sewn on 

a label in my old camp 
undershorts, but they 

got lost in the laundry! first or last name! 


my 
i] 


I come on as a real horny, 
man-crazy ditz! But 
I'm not! Don't you 
have a different 
‘sex partner every 

night of the week? = S 
No, I'm here to do a CBS Reality Check on this show! 
First, let's try to settle just where reality lies! 

Is Jerry supposed to be Jerry Seinfeld, the very 
successful comedian with his own TV show, best 
selling book and American Express commercials? 
Or is he just playing a character named Jerry 
Seinfeld who's only a semi-successful comedian? 
And isn’t the show, which claims to be a true 


live with us! We can't 
take the chance of your 
having to rely on the 
kindness of strangers! 


NahI Let's try to top some 
of the really tasteless 
adventures we've had, like 
‘the time we made fun of the 
boy in the bubble, or the 
deaf-mute, or the paraplegic, 
or those helpless elderly 
people! They were riots! 


ARTIST MORT DRUCKER 


WRITER STAN HART 
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I really impressed — What lie? Haven't Correction! Kramer isn’t 


I been speaking really an original! He's 
to the people at Kramer, your nutty ideas, just the most recent copy 
the N.Y. State your loosey-goosey of another famous TV 
Unemployment manner, your barging one-name sidekick, Norton! 


=| Insurance Office @ into other people's 
| each week for the 


| past two years? £7} 


Hey, anyone see 
Ralphie-boy? 


Dan Rather here! It's time for another Reality Check! If this 
apartment had really been in New York City and Jerry 
had kept his door unlocked, he wouldn't have had a scrap 
of furniture left 15 minutes after he moved in! 


NEW LHP, ROVE 


CONTR 
OR CATS 


Why would any 
female animal, 


ELL 


er 


an 
i 


eee ey 


He's having trouble ff ‘a amar 
dealing with his i Hey, it happens! 
sense of masculinity! Is that any 
reason for him 
to doubt his 
masculinity? 


Reality time! If this were a 
real New York City diner and 
that bunch was occupying a 
table without ordering 
food, they'd be out on the 
street in two minutes flat! 


Can you think That's disgusting! Why don't 
you talk about something 
intellectual for a change, 
maybe discussing ancient 

philosophy like the age 

old question, ‘How many 
angels can fit on 

the head of a pin?” 


TT ee 


‘iene 


‘ Rather, again! If this was really a New York 
City street, it would be impossible for 
them to walk five abreast! Besides, they'd 
have to be doing broken field running to 
H avoid homeless sleeping on the sidewalks, 

to elude beggars hitting them up for change, 
F|-| and to dodge the spray from winos urinating 
lps from behind garbage bags! As for the 


It that something : 

terrible happens to | 

every guy | go out 

with! Two guys lost S 

their jobs, one poor =e : 

slob went off with fc pit gad oy 
"| Greenpeace and got 7 Nothing! I've 
. | himself drowned... f filled half 


You're so seldom 
at the office! 
Perhaps book 

publishing 
isn’t your 
line of work! 


THESE S PAGES 
ARE ABOUT 
ABSOLUTELY 

NOTHING: 


Hold it, fellas! 
Maybe I can 
straighten this 
out with a CBS 
Reality Check! 


24 


Well, considering 


your absentee 
record, 
you might 
consider being 
in congress! 


Yeah, sure! Like 
we'd trust a CBS 
biggie to help out 

an NBC show during 
sweeps week! 


Riad Elaine! 
What's new? ‘mut 


Me again! If this were really 
the life of Jerry Seinfeld, 
Elaine, who works in the 
publishing world, would have 
told him exactly what was new... 


me crazy! Wherever I go, 
people want to know what 
Kramer, George and Elaine 
are really like! I'm at a 
loss to tell them because 
they exist only in your 
sitcom and not in real life! 


Your Book, “‘Sein Language” 
was dumped as Number One 
on the Best Seller List 
and replaced by Howard 
Stern’s book the minute 
it hit the bookstores! 


This Seinfeld Show is driving 


are always asking me about Julia 
Louis-Dreyfus, Jason Alexander 
and Michael Richards! But how 
should | know about them since 
they're real people with real 
lives and I'm only a fringe 
stand-up comic in this sitcom! 


At any given time, there are millions 
of people with colds! So where does 
all that mucous go? Maybe into our 
streams and rivers which feed into 
our water supply! And why isn’t 
anyone worrying about that except me? 


THE FASTEST W 
OWE HALF 
HOUR ON TV. 


Howard Stern again! 
First he 
embarrasses me on 
TV by asking about 
my 18 year old girl- 
friend! Now this! 


I know what you mean, desl People / 


ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN MAD #327, MAY 1994 


a. THE YUK STOPS HERE DEPT. 


Back in issue #329, MAD shocked the comedy world by introducing No-Joke Jokes, guaranteed laugh-getters that weren't really jokes at all. ("I 
come from a town so small, the hooker wore a helmet!") Joke-tellers around the world celebrated, but we still weren't satisfied! No, we pressed 
on, strove forward, stretching, stretching, stretching to break new comedic ground, fo create a revolutionary new form of joke that doesn’t require 
a punchline to generate big laughs! Unfortunately, we failed miserably, as you'll see for yourself after checking out these... 


aed A LINE 


DONALD TRUMP INVITES 
ree ' JEFFREY DAHMER To 
SANTA CLAUS, THE A PASSOVER DINNER,,, 


TOOTH FAIRY AND A VENTRILOQUIST 
THE EASTER BUNNY i WALKS a A 


KARAOKE BAR . Wig PEEP SHOW... 


| == 


ARE TRYING TO OPEN 
f\ Ans OYSTER... 


RENTS OFFICE SPACE ‘es » 
.\ NEXT TOA a ’ 
PROCTOLOGIST... ' A BRICKLAYER ARE 
= = PLAYING GOLF,,, 


ack aD effi) J.EDGAR WooveR =|, 
A BROADWAY za \S FLUPPING THROUGH S JOAN OF ARC 1S 
PRODUCER Are | ( . A VICTORINS SECRET | BEING BURNED AT 


STUCK IN AN SW | CA - ey, THE STAKE WHEN 
; — THIS MIME WALKS 


> 


ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN MAD #342, JAN/FEB 1996 
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WRITER & ARTIST JOHN CALDWELL 


IN-CAR-SERRATION DEPT. Ul é 
[ TOTAL LIE. 

I'm Jerry Seinfeld, star of Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee. You know, the show 4 . j : uv ieee 1 Z (NEVER Hit ANYONE. OR 

with 5 minutes of interviews and 25 minutes of close-ups of espressos being made? You'Re NOT GOING 0 } CHOKED ANYONE. OR EVER CALLED 

Who says TV’s out of ideas? Anyway, | ran out of comedians who drink coffee, but > ARREST HIM FOR | A WAGOMB THREAT ON A TRAIN. 

I'll never run out of comedians who get in trouble! So hop in! It's time for... l THATS’ TJ. JUST (T WAS A DREAM! IN FACT, 


; YOU'RE BOTH DREAMING 
aris ) Se RIGHT NOW? 
AWE! 
ce fs 


I THINK 
\TS TIME FOR 


THIS ISA 
1954 PORSCUE LOBSTER. 
IT COST 200 GRAND AND | 
BOUGHT THREE WITH A RESIDUAL 


JERRY, SINCE 


CHECK | GOT YESTERDAY. J jt GLAD, , / UAT PHOTO OF ME. 
WOWS YOUR LIFE? VL. aust PULL Se a MAY NEXCGUEST¢, Y { HoLUWNGAue SeveRED ean 
\ i, s — ND PICK uP THIS 1S A 2009 TOYOTA MY CAREER LAG BEEN 
0 i eer GUEST THe CAMRY. IT WORTH & GRAND KATHY GRIFFIN! 30 DEAD | CANTGET 


AND SMES LIKE A CATS LITTER BOX. 

SORRY, GUT THE BUDGET KEEPS 

\. GOING DOWN ONTHIS SHOW 
ANO Its ONY THE 

FIRST EPISODE! . 


ARRESTED IN THIS 
TOWN. / 


GLAD You 
COULD BE ON MY 


SHOW, T.I./ 


OU, 
| DIDNT GO 
FAKE THISTIME. 


BUT I'M NOT 
ae ies 
? DECAPITATED | HOMELESS MAN 
WAIT you MEAN = 
Youre NOT my NOGaIN i Icon | ra ite, 
\\ per? ay: al age 4 
Ma e 2; NORE LIKE 
> < S| aeeuinive 
a Y : ' TO COMEDY J 


LL 


26 WRITERS REID HARRISON & GENE LAUFENBERG ARTIST ANTON EMDIN 
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ANYONE ARzesteD. —_ 
ED. = 

Wy 1S IT YOU CAN NEVER fe ERR 
Date i : ; WANTED 10 See/ 
AM RIGHT, PcOPLE? fe mw. ae fi Ger Ie uri 
ON WHAT ISTHE 9X7 “755 ON ar 7 | 


AL wrt ’ ( = 


DRUGGING INNOCENT WOMEN... 
You WENT 100 FAR BILL Cosby! > Tew wars 
TOO EAR! TM TALING YOU (Pw & IN THIS TASTES 
STRAIGHT TO JAIL, a 


way | BN 't..D PHARMACEUTICAL, J 
MISTER/ > Li. ae ; . 22 


WELL, 
\DOLIKE 
COFFEE. 


WEY Heuer! nl youre 

aaa. vareaes J 

~ JERRY! ).4I7 INTOXICATION, Jct 
SEINFELD/ 


1 
9 


y SAVE i, 
yOuR COSBY a. 
IMITATION FOR | Reeee 
THE JUDGE, & 
FUNNY B0Y/ 


f : DEAD MAN LAUGHING DEPT. 
Next time someone you know kicks the bucket make sure Po 1K PS-ER Ge be 4 By Se BS 
the only tears yourshed are tears Oflaughter with these... GAGES SE ay 


PRACTICAL 2-2 


JOKE ITENS j 


UARANTEED 
TO PUT THE 


“FUN. 


BEFORE AFTER 


ext time a grief-stricken mourner asks, “Anyone have a tissue?” 
just hand ‘em one of these and watch the fun! When they’re 
done wiping the tears away they'll be left with a shiner the size 

of Rhode Island they won't be able to wash off until long after the burial! 


Corpse 


ikes! Didn't the undertaker 
a the deceased had a 

freakin’ dagger sticking 
out of his chest? Designed 
especially for open casket 
viewing, this fake knife handle 
can be attached easily to a 
dead body in seconds! Also 
available: Gun-Shot Hole In 
The Head Decals! 


Super-Slippery Gasket 

ou'll delight at the horrified expressions 
U of the pallbearers as the dearly departed 

slips right through their fingers! Casket is 
coated with a clear and odorless industrial- 
strength machine oil which makes grabbing 
hold of it next to impossible. Provides hours 
of fun, especially when the deceased falls out 
of the casket! 


WRITERS DICK DEBARTOLO 
& FRANK SANTOPADRE 


ARTIST KEVIN POPE 
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Phony Te: nothing more 
d th 
P dreary prayer printed 
‘ayer Wards 


on an official church card Wi 

with some obscure saint. 

Luckily, you can add life 

(and BIG laughs) to dis- EEA 
SS. 


uae, 
le ana! 
ST) ERALS 


mal funerals and wakes 
with these hilariously 
inappropriate facsimiles! 


The “Whispering” Coffin 


ow you can unnerve just about anyone at any 

funeral! Tiny micro-chip transmitter enables you to 

pre-record messages from “inside” this innocent- 
looking pine box. Also available: The “Talking” Urn! 


Corpse’s Squirting Carnation 


laugh riot on a living person, it’s ten times funnier on a 
corpse! Attach the squirting carnation to the deceased's 
QS 6 


lapel and run the clear plastic tube with the squeeze bag 
wn to the kneeling pad in front of the casket. Then just stand 
& back and enjoy the show as mourner after mourner kneels 
wr piously for their final good-bye and gets spritzed in the face! 


Butts Aplenty Ash Kit 


| deal for somber services in which the 


Spring-loaded “Reverse” 
Grave Mechanism 


ae of lowering the deceased into the ground, this 


deceased has requested their ashes to be 

scattered in a grand natural setting such 
as a mountain, forest or ocean. Simply have 
an accomplice cause a distraction and add the 
full contents of the kit to the deceased's ashes. 
When the ashes are set free, you'll laugh 
heartily at the shocked faces and groans of 
disgust of the invited mourners as no less than 
100 cigarette and cigar butts fall out! (Pipe 
paraphernalia and roaches sold separately.) 


spring-loaded device “malfunctions” by sending both 

corpse and casket catapulting end-over-end high into 
the sky — and perhaps over the cemetery fence onto 
someone's front lawn! Guaranteed to bring a few 
chuckles to even the solemnest of burial services! 


Hearse Bumper Stickers 


hoose from offbeat messages like “BODY ON 
BOARD" and “I'D RATHER BE BREATHING” to 


/ the more outlandish “IF YOU CAN SMELL MY 
FORMALDEHYDE, YOU'RE TOO DAMN CLOSE!” 
and “| MAY BE DEAD BUT I'M IN FRONT OF YOU!” 


Mourners will be on the highway of laughter! +. ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN MAD #393, MAY 2000 


HEY, EVERYBODY, vm THAT ONE DUDE FROM THOSE FOUR GOOD THINGS YOU SAW. I LIKE MOVIES AND STUFF WHEN I’M NOT 
BEING STUPID ON TV. LIKE A HUNDRED OTHER PEOPLE, I’M EXCITED TO WATCH READY PLAYER ONE, ALTHOUGH I’M NOT SURE WHY- 
SPIELBERG'S ONLY GOOD MOVIES HAVE SHARKS, ALIENS, DINOSAURS, OR INDIANA JONES IN THEM, THE TRAILERS HAVE NERDS YOUNG 
AND VERY OLD EXCITED BECAUSE THEY'RE PACKED WITH REFERENCES AND CHARACTERS FROM SOME OF THE MOST POPULAR VIDEO 
GAMES, MOVIES, AND TV SHOWS OF THE LAST 30 YEARS. BUT I THOUGHT I’D SHOW YOU SOME OF THE... 


POP CULTURE, THATS DIDNTSMAKETINTO: 


ARF WAS A TERRIBLE ‘80S SITCOM ABOUT AN 
ALIEN WITH AN APPETITE FOR FART JOKES, 
PARTIAL NUDITY, AND PIZZA. EACH EPISODE HE 
WOULD EAT A LARGE DOG AND POOP OUT ITS 
SKELETON. DOG LOVERS, USUALLY KNOWN FOR 
THEIR SENSES OF HUMOR, GOT THE SHOW PULLED 
AFTER ONE EPISODE. 


IT'S A RIP-OFF OF A POPULAR JAPANESE 
GAME AND TOY LINE. THE POINT OF SMOKEY 
MON WAS TO COLLECT ALL THE TOYS. IT 
WAS RUMORED THAT ONE IN A HUNDRED WAS 
STUFFED WITH A MAGICAL LEAF, IN REALITY, 
THEY WERE ALL JUST FULL OF SPIDERS. 


REKRBAS, 


NOT THE MOST POPULAR LINE OF 
TINY STUFFED ANIMALS. MAYBE 
YOU REMEMBER THEIR SLOGAN, 


YECCH/ | HATE THAT THIS THING IS 
“TOO SOON!” 


EVEN IN MY GARAGE, BUT | THINK 
| GRABBED THE LAST ONE THAT 
DIDN’T GET SET ON FIRE AFTER 
THE BIGGEST RECALL IN TOY HISTORY. 
EVEN BRONKEYS~ADULT DUDES 
OBSESSED WITH THE SHOW-WERE 
DISGUSTED BY THIS ONE. 


RITER BRIAN POSEHN | AR ER BAGGE { 


THIS IS KYU AND DAVE. THEY WERE CONJOINED TWIN 
BROTHERS, ONE JAPANESE AND ONE BLONDE AND DUMB, 
TOGETHER THEY PUNCH-FOUGHT THEIR WAY THROUGH 
PUNCH CITY IN THIS UNPOPULAR ARCADE GAME. WHEN ONE 
OF THE CHARACTERS WOULD LOSE ALL HIS HEALTH, THE 


a OTHER HAD TO CARRY HIS DEAD BODY AROUND. HAD TO? 
GOT TO! 


DAVE WAS FROM THE EARLY IOW SPEED DE; 

HE WAS A TALKING CAR WHO COULDN'T GET ENOUGH 
SPEED. LITERALLY. HE RAN ON METH AND PILLS. DIDN'T 
SEND A GREAT MESSAGE TO THE KIDS. OH WELL, THEY 
TURNED OUT OKAY. 


YOU MIGHT NOT REMEMBER THE MARVELOUS 
CHANGING DANGER RANGERS, BUT YOU’LL 
REMEMBER THEIR FAMOUS SLOGAN: “THEY 
CHANGE!” AND THAT'S ALL THEY F@*%ING 
DID. THEY CHANGED. 


NO IDEA WHY THIS DIDN’T WORK. EVERYONE LOVES TO 
SLAP THEIR FRIEND WITH A FISH. 


AND FINALLY, THERE IS NO WAY READY PLAYER ONE 

| HAS ANYTHING FROM MARVEL OR DISNEY. ARE YOU 
KIDDING ME? THOSE GUYS WOULDN'T GIVE A CRIPPLED 
CRAB A CRUTCH. AND THEY'RE NOTORIOUSLY CHEAP 
AND LAWYERED UP THE YING YANG. AND THE YAZOO. 
SO WE GETS NO SPIDEY OR BOBA/ ENJOY ALL THE 
EASILY OBTAINABLE LICENSES! 


WRITER & ARTIST ANTONIO PROHIAS 
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STINK BEFORE YOU SPEAK DEPT. 


Please put on your headsets 
and let me, Maria Bamford, 
take you on a museum tour 
of some of the most famous 
works in art history! Ancient 
censors removed extremely 
important gestures in order 
to please more delicate tastes 
of the time. But | have restored 
these glorious... 


ee ART 
HISTORY 


MRR... My butt just said, “Hail, Caesar!” 


to the kale Caesar | had... Ahem. FIRST, | present 


That's right, nearly these hunting scenes from 16,000 BC, painted 
every important piece in the vibrantly dank caves of Pech Merle. Behold 
of art that has ever the putrid carcasses, seeming to leap at you! 
existed used to have The artists were cavewomen with a stink-line 
big ol’ nasty stink lines! ... vocabulary developed during prehistoric child- 
Also, I've got a little gas, care duties. Too bad the humidity caused by 
so breathe through mouth-breathing cavemen made them drip 
your mouth—or get away! | have personally re-added these stink 


to know me better. lines out of respect for the ancients. 


WRITER MARIA BAMFORD RTIST SCOTT MARVEL CASSIDY 
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The Great Sphinx of Giza 
was believed to have been built 
between 2,558 and 2,532 BC... 


Ue... keep a safe 


distance. | just went 
vegan this afternoon! 
This behemoth Lion 
with Human Head was 
believed to include a 
cat-like litter box area, 
but sadly, the litter box k 
and vertically engineered § 
stone stink lines were 
stolen by Napoleon’s 
army, who thought they 
looked like french fries. 
Poutine le merde! 


Now it's time to mix things 
up! And, say, what's that 
smell? Oh! It's the art 
world's racism and sexism 
that continues to this day! 


Here we see a portrait of 
Lois Mailou Jones by my 
husband, Scott Marvel 
Cassidy! The reason you 
need to Google her right 
now is that the super-stinky 
art establishment rejected 
her work. She had to have 
white artists submit it for 
her. That's right, her stink 
lines are CONCEPTUAL! 
UES ERE 


Here's a Seurat—known to his 
friends as Seurat the Dot for his 
pointillism! As an homage to his 


dog, Le Stinque, Seurat crafted 
this generalized waving effect. 


OOPHy | just D) Khaleded 


that kale Caesar. Anyhows, 
initially Seurat had entitled 
the work “Odeur Mal Du Mon 
Ami, Le Stinque,” but the 
buyer requested that all signs 
of the cur’s pungency be dotted 
out with background color. 
It was retitled “Bathers at 
Asniéres.” Which...come on, 
that’s a lot less catchy. 


And here's self-taught artist Horace 
Pippin, unrecognized until after death, 
a veteran never appreciated by his 


$:,.. , country, He said, “The war brought 


out all the art in me.” And your art 
‘| brought out the righteous, sphincter- 
clenching rage in me, Horace! 


TOoy Voor! 
, | RAGE-farted. Look this 
shit up! And yes, I'm a wealthy 


Outsider art, indigenous 
art, differently abled artists... 
all are overlooked by 
billionaires who crown mostly 
white males, In 2017 only 
30 percent of the artists at the 
Vienna Biennale (the world’s 


most influential art festival) i) 


were women. Only 39 percent 


weren't white. Try wavin’ your ~ 


And now everyone's 
favorite stop on the 
tour...THE GIFT SHOP, 


t y ea snooty little hands at that \ 
= white lady yelling about privilege! il cloud. It ain’t goin’ nowhere!) ‘4 


Which stinks of the 
}} illusion that you are 
supporting the arts, 
when museums are 
mostly funded by 
billionaire corporations. 
Oh wait, this isn’t one 
of those—it's a little 
gallery | made myself 
in an abandoned apiary. 
And this is just an exit. 


- 
E Now, if you'll 
excuse me, | have 
to use the powder 
& room! I've gota 

peekaboo yam 

‘on the docket! 


Fy, 


AS 


j9e0 IBS is no BS! Now, 

Auguste Rodin’s lover, fellow artist Camille 
Claudel, suggested Rodin sculpt stink lines 
emanating from this statue's testicles. When 
Claudel got sick of Rodin’s real-life rank junk, 
Rodin swept away her influence. She died in 
obscurity despite being Rodin’s equal, while 
Rodin became a legend! Note the elegant 

marble waves our restoration department has 
added here as a deliberate insult to his memory. 


AND JEST IS FOR ALL DEPT. 


A courtroom is a place where everything is supposed to be very serious. The 
judge, jury, attorneys and court officers have no time for fun while they're 


WRITER DESMOND DEVLIN 


WHOOPEE JURY BOX 


in the court when his honor embarrasses 
himself with this very silly device! 


WITNESS’S FAKE ARM 


I 


It’s the jury who will be on the spot, not the defendant, when 
they sit down after a long deliberation. They'll be so embar- 
rassed there’s no way a “guilty” verdict will be returned! 


EVIDENCE-ON-A-STRING 


a 


This life-like rubber limb will give 
any court officer a coronary when 
it comes loose during swearing-in! 


_STENOGRAPHERS’ VANISHING INK — = 
> a ve 2%, l 


“as 


omy OTE 
VES “e “7D 


1 AN 
(oe SG 


[ Y \ } 
Witnesses will be swearing when you swear them 


in with 500 volts of electricity, and that’s the 
truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth! 


‘The fur will fly when a judge asks for 
some key testimony to be read and finds 
38 not one word of the trial was recorded! 


entangled with all the legal rigmarole. The truth is courtrooms are BORING! 
But they never have to be again! Now you can get legal laughs easily with... 


MAD’S PRACTICAL JOKE 
CATALOGUE FOR COURTROOMS 


ARTIST AL JAFFEE 


INFLATABLE SURPRISE WITNESS 


i 


When the District Attorney introduces his “surprise witness” 
there’s sure to be a hush in the courtroom and a hiss in the 
courtroom courtesy of this air filled polyurethene laugh-getter! 


R 


Now when the judge asks someone to “approach the bench” it may 
not be to discuss the case. An unsuspecting lawyer can find himself 
dropped into the dark recesses of the county court building! 


COLLAPSING BENCHES 


oat re as AWE ~.2° BD = 
There'll be gobs of guffaws in the courtroom when specta- 
tors who came to be entertained by the misfortunes of others 
take a tumble on one of these specially rigged novelties! 


_ROBE WITH N 


OOPENINGS 


Rl 


amy tis x) i 


slips into a robe without openings for 
his head or arms. One size fits all! 


ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN MAD #267, DEC 1986 


a Leama cI See Oe 
The charges may not always 
stick but these aggravating 
court transcripts sure will! 


Shake up any opposing attorney by makin; 
him think he’s got to match wits with 
America’s most respected trial lawyer! 39 


a ‘SAW HER STAND-UP THERE DEPT. I'm Medium “Smidge” Mazel, a young, So, let me tell you about And give it up for Snoozy Miserson— Wait'll you hear about Speaking of parents, , 


gorgeous, affluent, educated woman—what's Joke Mazel, my husband— she's not related, but she’s so annoying, my parents—Ape and these are Joke's, Mushy 
so funny about that? Nothing—that is, until my or ex-husband, even I'm not she could be! She works here at the Roast Not-So-Wiseman! and Squirrelly Mazel! 
husband left me. Because despite all that other sure! Joke thought he could GrassLight, a Greenwich Village bar They live in a 10-room They're loud, abrasive, 
stuff, being a wife and mother is what defined become a famous stand-up by [Ml that attracts all the hipsters in town... [Mf apartment on New York’s [J obsessed with money, and 
me! People love to laugh at my self-loathing, memorizing and performing but then, where else would hipsters Upper West Side with a Ja} engage in shady business 
psychodrama, and angst—who needs jokes? other comedians’ routines [Ml go...Brooklyn? She wants to leave, and fj] doorman and a maid practices! They play an 

When I'm on stage it’s like being at group word-for-word. In the future, who can blame her? This place hasn't But don’t look down on important role on this 

therapy, except only | get to talk! And with there'll be a name for some- been swept or cleaned in years...and fj them—all they have is my show—as demeaning 

a family like mine, that’s not so hard! one like him—Dane Cook! that’s her entire job! father's teaching salary! ethnic stereotypes! 


uti} 


‘SEE ME ANYWHEF 
_ ELSE IN THIS SPOOF/ 


(GREATLY LOVED, DEEPLY MISSED; 
&eALWAYS INOUR HEARTS. 


id Sad. £ >; 

I'm Gamy Slurman-Palomino—I created this Hey, Lenny, I'm the future ghost of Joan Rivers! Not that | look like You said it, Joan! I'm Lenny Bruce! | used | Thisshow }f{ I'mnotso sure. Look 
series about a time when the only Gilmore Girl a ghost—this dress makes me look too alive to be on Fashion Police! language on stage that got me arrested, put tries to be at Smidge'’s son— 
alive was the evil grandma! Besides the story, Some say this series is a thinly veiled version of my early career. They've on trial, and banned from clubs—for real! authentic, [if he’s watching an old- 
| wanted to display the flamboyant women’s got the sets right, the costumes right, the music right—what they don't But on this show, Smidge uses the same but it still} fashioned black-and- 

wardrobes of that era. The only other time have right are facts! Women comics back then had it tough—where’ dirty language and has nothing but 7 ~\ uses modern || white TV straight 
you can see such outlandish fashion is when the sexual harassment, the casting couches, the glass ceilings? This success! She's driving me to the point Ban. ] phrases and | \_ out of the 1950s.. 


| appear at an awards show! show is so inaccurate, it should be on the History Channel! | where | may consider using drugs! J references! 


——, Because Hallmark 
Why did doesn’t have an 
you tell “| Want a Divorce” 
me that? category yet! 


_ 


Smidge, 
I'm fooling 
around with 

my secretary! 


Hey, Dagmar, | want to be your manager! 
a With my pushiness and lack of hygiene, 
iq agents will book you just to get away from 


me! Say, how’re you rail-thin, but you can 


Plenty of comedians use 
personas. Is Jack Benny really 
cheap? Is Gracie Allen really 

ditzy? Is Jerry Lewis really 
an insufferable loudmouth? 


| can’t believe 
you publicly 
denounced me 
for playing 
\ a “character” 
in my act! 


I'm sorry, but 
the best comedy 
is raw, real, and 
truthful... 


aii T 
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You know my parents’ 
immense apartment? 
One of the rooms is 
a vomitorium! 


Well, two out of three! } 


| was so distraught about the divorce, | got drunk and went 
to the GrassLight in my nightie. I’m fuzzy on the details, 
but | heard the audience really loved my set! 


A bulimia 
joke? Is that 
J supposed to 
be funny? 


it absolutely 
will not be 
in twenty 


Me, too! But | have faith ff 
our politicians will fix it, and 

in future generations, NO 

college graduate will be 


Smidge has a degree 
in Russian literature, 
yet she’s working at a 
low-paying job in retail! 
| feel bad for her! 


Snoozy, Sarah | AM That's it! My ex-husband works for Wow, Smidge really 
| need to Naw—how can someone silverman? Jewish! From a plastics company—not | IS funny! What was 
create a stage J with an innocent-sounding I'm Mrs. now on, cool, right? | think it'll be | thinking stealing other 
name. How name like that say the Mazel, you're years before someone comedians’ material? 


about...Kathy ff} outrageous and offensive Too ‘ Mrs. suggests “plastics” as a | could have been 
Griffin? things you say? Jewish. Jewish! good career choice! stealing HERS! 


Mom, | went to school here— | hated you But we have Yes, 
why did everything was so exciting, leaving, Roast, YOU to return to | wish you could Roast—they 
you so fun! You want to know but | love Paris! surrender America! teach here, but they do! And I'm 
abruptly [qj how suffocated | feel married The culture! The | | to FRANCE? It's where my use completely so glad you 
move to }} to your father? Those years in food! | surrender | | Now there’s | (teaching job is! ly gitterent numbers in studied 
Paris were during the war! a to France! a switch! — France, don’t they? }¥ liberal arts! Fi 


Here we are in the Catskills! Yeah, except for I've had Nobody We're on this Please tell 
It’s so peaceful and tranquil |} those two dancing | | the time of | | puts Baby in |.¢ boat date just so Hey, respect the me you're 
A idiots over there... a corner! my mother will mitts! | use these a surgeon 
g get off my back! |} hands to manipulate |} and not 

And you're people’s organs an organ 
supposed to row! every day! grinder! 


We slept together 
and you still want a 
divorce? | can’t take 

this back-and-forth— 
! want a divorce! 


Thank you! 


| said there’s no way we're 
getting back together— 
why are you thanking me? 


Because 
you just 
gave me my 
material for 
tonight's set! 


Mr. Not-So-Wiseman, I'd 
like your daughter's hand 
in marriage! I’m a top 
surgeon at one of New 


{| So you'll be 
1 able to provide 
for my daughter 


And comedically! 

Do you know how 
many “bad hospital 
food” jokes I'll be 


to your leadership we now 
own this garment factory—but in 25 years # 


= 


what is a big building full of loft spaces 7 
in Manhattan going to be worth? 


My ex-wife would go to 
bed with her makeup on—by 
morning there'd be a replica of 
her face on the pillow. It’s like 
being married to Silly Putty! 


When | told Smidge she 
cost me my job at Bell 
Labs, she said, “But, Papa, 
didn’t they already invent 
bells a long time ago?” 


Wow! You all 
came to see me 
perform? 


York's leading hospitals! financially... able to bring her? 


[nd 


ORIGINALLY PUBLISHED IN MAD #9, OCT 2019 


No! We all 
came so WE 
can perform! 


You've been using 
us for your stand-up 
material... 


So we figure we can do 
just as well using YOU for 
OUR stand-up material! 


| don’t want to say 
my daughter is dim, 
but the only things on 
her mind are those 
ridiculous hats! 


Who cares? They 
all hired me to be 
their manager, 
just like Soapy! 
I'll be rich! 


} they killing? 

All they’re 
doing is 

insulting me! 
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CLOSED DUE TO 
DEATH IN FAMILY 
Will Re-Open Monday 


Ey FUN IN GAMES DEPT. ee 
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WRITER PAUL PETER PORGES ARTIST JACK DAVIS 
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ae ‘SPIKING THE PUNCHLINE DEPT. 


A Joke's a joke, right? Wrong! Even with the r JAY LENO 

Comedians will bring different tone, aiming cand dolvery at Why did the chicken cross the road? | mean, what 

Of course, that doesn’t mean it’s ever funny — as you'll see with... was this fowl doing trying to cross the street? For Hey, this is a good one. | don’t know if you guys heard, but the 
what reason was this soon-to-be-in-a-KFC-value-meal 4 other day a chicken was spotted crossing the road. The cops, 
crossing a busy intersection filled with vehicles? You _ after capturing the stray chicken, said that the chicken 
have gallus gallus domesticus — or GGD, as | like to y zs was set loose in an act of fow/ play. Thank you, thank you... WRITER HARRISON GREENBAUM, 
call it — this GGD trying to transverse the street but the real trouble began when the chicken couldn’t set ARTIST JASON SEILER 
meeting point, if you will, and no one knows why. _ bail, because his nest egg had already been liquidated. 
Thank you! \ Kevin knows what I’m talking about! 


| ain’t told nobody ‘bout this yet, but | gots this 
chicken back home. | like to name ma pets after 
the places | intend for them to go, so | call this little 
critter, “Belly.” Nah, nah...his name is “Toilet.” That’s 
not right...don’t laugh at that...so Toilet here tried 275) 
to escape one day and | catch him trying to get a & 
tide from some stranger. Fortunately, | had 
just eaten chicken fingers the other day, 
so he didn’t have nothing to hitchhike 
with! Lord | apologize for that — 
that’s not right. ..but Toilet is always 
trying to cross the road, so | just 
opened a KFC across the street — 
scared him right back into the Sa 
coop! GIT-R-DONE! 
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~ > ty DID THE CHICHEN ill 
=| CROSS THERORD? |" 
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New rule: from now on, if chickens want to cross 
, 2 the road, at least make it challenging. My brave 
oe : 7 feathered friends, | dare you to try to cross a road 


| saw the other day — and | kid you not — a chicken 
trying to cross the road. It may have, in fact, been a 
great time for road crossing...if you were a f**kin’ car! 
But a chicken? A f**kin’ chicken?!? Are you f**kin’ 
kidding me? What is this chicken doing near a road? Z 
How did this happen? When did chickens decide f 
to travel by road? Shouldn’t they be 
traveling — oh, | don’t know...near the 
farm?!? The next time | see a chicken 
trying to cross the road, I’m going to 
take a spoon and shove it in my eye! 
Because at least that would actually make sense! 


ELLEN DEGENBRES 


So the other day | saw this, this chicken, just standing in the middle of nowhere. Which Was a, ahere was this beaner chicken, man, who was always trying to cross the road. 
a little weird. And the first thing | thought was, “Why is there a chicken?” Because here’s this . ’ « Course, if this chicken was a full Mexican, he’d have the crossed the road is 
chicken, but it could have been a turkey or a duck or a Canadian goose or something, but it’s X Car filled with 30 other Mexican chickens! But this beaner chicken couldn't 
achicken and it looks like it’s about to cross. And as I’m thinking allithese things, this, this bird . ’ A = \ cross the road because this farmer, see, he put a huge ol’ fence blocking 
is standing right next to a road and it’s gesturing with its foot — or is it a claw? — whatever . = _ his way. What a DEE-dee-dee! | mean, everyone knows that climbing a 

itis, it's heading into the street, so | carefully scoop it up. And | get to thinking, “Where did y | \ big fence is easy for Mexicans — even the chickens.” sewraen® 


this chicken come from?” These things aren’t from the suburbs, That's when: I)realize “Portions of this joke were taken from the acts of 
Joe Rogan, George Lopez, Bill Cosby and others. 


in frag. If you can find a way to get around all of 

the civilian casualties, destroyed infrastructure, 

and dead American soldiers, then the Republicans 
may just have a job for you. 


that not only is my little neighbor’s birthday party not going well, but his parents 
aren’t getting the deposit back on that petting zoo they rented. 


BUY AN AVOCADO! GIVE UP CHEESE, BUTTER, DAIRY, AND OVERALL TELL RICH FRIENDS OVER A GLASS OF WHITE TOSS OVERRIPE, ROTTEN AVOCADO 
COMPLETE THE BREAD CYCLE: HAPPINESS. BEGIN SAMPLING VEGETABLES, WINE THAT YOU "LOOOOOOVE AVOCADOS!!!” YOU PURCHASED FROM STEP. 
‘SWITCH FROM EATING SEARCHING FOR SOMETHING RESEMBLING BECOME SO 


WHITE BREAD TOAST A CONSISTENCY TO FOOD THAT HUMANS EAT. 
oS RICH AND 
TO WHEAT BREAD TOAST al Os. FOOD ; WHITE 
TO 32-GRAIN BREAD TOAST &) C 5 THAT: YOU 
TO GLUTEN-FREE TOAST a a, pibsetted os 
TO USING LETTUCE AS BREAD . ER. AS A NEW 


TO SAWDUST TOAST ; ~ i lI {{ {IKK VEGETABLE! 


TO WHITE BREAD TOAST, GUAC OF SHAME DEPT. 
IRONICALLY. 
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Hey, everyone! I'm Jack Gaffigan, and I'm 13 years old 
My evil, bald, obese dad, Jim Gaffigan, forces me to make 


Z Ne 
him breakfast every morning! Then | have to watch him eat 
it! GROSS! Actually, one morning my fat dad (note: he is fat!) h 2) g 9 
and | were laughing about how trendy and ridiculous avocado STEP 


toast is, so we thought we'd pull together this recipe for you... ay GET ANGRY ABOUT OTHER PEOPLE'S SPELLING 
} ERRORS ON TWITTER AND FACEBOOK. LASH 


7, A re ; OUT AT THEM FOR NO REASON AT ALL. 
ii” JACK & JIM <j) ; = 
GAFFIGAN'S , Yi ep. eTEP 10) 10 
SS 


EASY 15-STEP = a . START USING 
RECIPE FOR THE TERM 


AVOCADO woes 
TOAST 


NON-SARCASTIC 
WAY! 

WRITERS JACK & JIM GAFFIGAN 

ARTIST SAM VIVIANO 


SMUGLY EAT YOUR AVOCADO TOAST 
OUTSIDE ON A SIDEWALK NEAR MOVING TRAFFIC AND 
CAR EXHAUST WHILE READING MAD MAGAZINE. 

<b yp 
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DECIDE YOU ENJOY EATING OUTSIDE 
ON SIDEWALKS NEAR MOVING 
TRAFFIC AND CAR EXHAUST. TRY TIMING A MEAL AROUND THAT RANDOM MINUTE 


THAT THE AVOCADO FROM STEP 71S NOT HARD ASA GIVE UP. TOSS AVOCADO FROM STEP7. GOTO A RESTAURANT AND PAY SOME GUY WHO WAS FIRED FROM STARBUCKS FOR NOT 


BASEBALL, NOR SOFT AS A PLASTIC BAG OF DOG POO. WASHING HIS HANDS $20 TO CUT UP AN AVOCADO AND PUTT ON A PIECE OF WHITE TOAST. 


Patton Oswalt’s Waffle House Hidden Hashbrown Menu ae 


Everyone knows you can order hashbrowns “smothered,” “covered,” “chunked,” “diced,” “peppered,“ “capped,” “topped” and “country” at any Waffle Cc 
House. But say the phrase, “I just murdered a drifter and wish to confess” to any cashier when ordering, and you'll have access to these top-secret options: VS 


DUNKED 


Good Food * Good Value * Friendly * Reliable Blended into a 
hash brown smoothie 


and served ina 
sausage-shaped mug. 


ABUSED 


Shoved roughly into the 

corner of a skillet and unevenly 
cooked while forced to watch 
expensive, purple Japanese root 


a "0 Ree x Mens, potatoes get lovingly sautéed in Jas 2 
“2, al ax — artisanal olive oil. |~ 
Sup —" Lis) ph sil 


FRAZZLED INCEPTED REDACTED 


Three Egg McMuffins Fried with cheese, then Cooked using a top-secret 
from a nearby ? deep-fried in batter, recipe only known to the 
McDonald’s are . E halt then covered in deep- ' 4 y 2 President and the 
ramdomly tossed “ies es ; fried cheese batter and t ; four people above the 
into potatoes while “a e+ — re-fried with battered res er President. You are killed 
you eat them. roe " > cheese. immediately after eating. 
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MORE PEOPLE ARE KILLED BY BEES 
EACH YEAR THAN BY SNAKES... 
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TRYPTOPHAN IN TURKEY HUMAN BIRTH CONTROL PILLS 
MAKES YOU SLEEPY... : WORK ON GORILLAS... 


eee/S A MYTH INVENTED BY 


A BIOLOGIST TO POLITELY Naat 
EXPLAIN YAWNING AT HIS ...BUT ARE BANNED BY INVARIABLY 
yr I W-L4WS ON THANKSGIVING! CATHOLIC PRIMATES! REVENGE KILLINGS! 


CHIMPANZEES, BONOBOS, DOGS, ORANGUTANS THE LIBRARY OF ALEXANDRIA — DUCT TAPE WAS NOT INVENTED 
AND RATS CAN ALL LALIGH — BLIT ARE BARRED = THE GREATEST STOREHOUSE OF KNOWLEDGE 
FROM COMEDY CLUBS... IN THE ANCIENT WORLD... 
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3 
..WAS DESTROVED BY A MOB 
JUST TO GET OUT OF PAYING --BEFORE THAT, KIDNAPPING 


OVERDUE-PAPYRUS FINES! WORKED ON THE HONOR SYSTEM/ 


---BECAUSE THEY NEVER TIP/ 
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{ 
It’s getting harder and harder to pursue a career in stand-up ) ¥ am 
comedy these days. One has to watch what they say on stage, as f 
more and more people seem to be so easily offended. To find out je 43 { 


what else makes life as a comedian difficult, fold in as shown. 
c> > 5) 


IS THAT YOUR. 
WIFE OR IS THE 
CIRCUS IN TOWN? 


BUT SERIOUSLY- 
YoU BETTER MAKE 
SURE HER SHOTS 
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BUT SERIOUSLY- 
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BONUS MATERIAL! 


Still hungry for more Seinfeld soup? 
So was NBC even before the show aired 
it’s last episode in 1998. See how 
greedy they were getting by reading this 
piece from MAD #364, December 1997. 


Al Jaffee tossed tomatoes at the ups 
and downs, downs and ups, and even 
more ups and downs of stand up 
comedians in MAD #375’s Fold-in 
from November 1998. 


A. JERRY-MAND ERING DEPT. 


he handwriting is on the wall. NBC knows it’s just a matter of time before the Seinfeld 
gang takes their millions and goes home. And when they do, there goes the network’s 
lock on Thursday night. And when Thursday night goes, NBC’s number one rating is sure 
) to follow. Soon, stock in its parent company, General Electric, plummets. And when 

General Electric, which manufactures everything from light bulbs to nuclear weapons 
goes belly up, our country will be left dark and defenseless, vulnerable to hostile nations all over the 
world! We can only hope that somewhere, hidden in a vault in Burbank, some slimy TV exec has devised... 


NJ 3G’s DESPERATE PLANS 
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What the HELL does 
that mean? You're 
not trying to sell me 
something, are you? 


You a hard-ass 
brutha, but 
you a’ight! 


In this show, targeted at the 
hip, urban audience, George 
Costanza’s father (Jerry 
Stiller), leaves his wife, 
moves to Los Angeles and 
takes a job teaching Korean 
at a rough South Central 
High School. At first, cultures 
clash when Mr. Costanza 
bans hip-hop music from the 
school dance in favor of 
Tony Bennett. But when he 
befriends the leader of the 
Crips (French Prince of Bel- 
Air's Alfonso Ribeiro), the 
kids learn that hes funky, 
fresh, phat, dope and down 
— even though he has no 
idea what that means! 


ARTIST: DREW FRIEDMAN WRITERS: JOE RAIOLA & DAVID SHAYNE 


The good news is Michael 
Richards is back as the 
voice of Kramer in_ this 
new cartoon series in the 
subversive tradition of The 
Simpsons. The bad news 
is that due to his exorbi- 
tant salary, NBC must cut 
costs by having the show 
produced by a third-rate 
animation studio in Qand- 
ahar, Afghanistan. Round- 
ing out the cast are inter- 
national “stars” Ezekiel 
Shabidar, Achmel Bara- 
hahaha and Wendy Klein. 


To Whoever Finds My Cold Dead Body — 


I had no choice but to kill myself 
because no man will ever really love 
‘3,1 me — No, wait that’s too melodramatic. 
4] As a woman, | have no chance for hap- 
piness in this brutal male-dominated 
society — No, that’s too cliché. The 
plight of the Alaskan hedgehog is 
too much for me to bear — No, wait... 


Oh look! It is Mr. Hello, Mr. Kramer! 
Kramer which Why is it such 
is sliding that you are 
through sliding through 
our door now! our door now? 


With Julia Louis-Dreyfus demanding 
two million dollars an episode, 
plus a diamond-encrusted toilet 
in her dressing room, the Peacock 
Network makes a bold move and 
casts pop music sensation Jewel as 
the “new” Elaine Benes. To ensure 
that viewers will accept such a radi- 
cally different looking Elaine, the 
show’ catchy theme song tells the 
story of her gruesome car wreck, 
horrible disfigurement and success- 
ful reconstructive plastic surgery. 
Playing to Jewel's strengths, NBC 
also makes a few “minor changes” in 
her character. Due to the accident, 
the “new” Elaine is no longer witty, 
outgoing and fun to be with, but is 
now depressively needy, introspec- 
tive and spends most of her time try- 
ing to perfect her suicide note. 


"Cause | had to tell yal! 
I've invented the world’s 
first edible belt! It holds 
your pants up, PLUS: 
it’s a great snack! 


Newman, there's 
another one of those 
brown truck sleaze- 
balls! Blast him! 


Seinfeld’s most controversial 
guest character is back! In the 
pilot episode of this new sit- 
com, the obnoxious soup chef 
finally learns the terrible nick- 
name everyone calls him 
behind his back — “The Soup 
Nazi.” When his attempts to 
put an end to it fail, he decides 
to milk the Nazi label for every- 
thing its worth! After studying 
up on the Third Reich and 
becoming an expert on the 
Fuhrer’s favorite recipes, he 
changes the name of his shop 
to Heil Soup, and quadruples 
his already booming business 
by serving up Luftwaffe Lentil, 
Swastika Noodle Chowder and 
Gestapo Gazpacho. 


Well, my UPS friend! 
It seems | have a 
“special delivery” for 
you! Ahaha-hahaha! 


Go to the 
end of the 
line, Dumkopf! 

o_* c. 


| KICK your 
| il butt-butt! 
: End of line! 


oN 


TODAY'S SPECIALS: 
GOOSE-STEP GUMBO 


HEIL HITLER! 


1602. $299 
O02. $3.99 
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Wayne Knight reprises his 
role as the conniving and 
rotund Newman in televi- 
sions first post office drama! 
In the series’ two-hour pilot 
episode, Newman becomes 
a member of the ZIP Squad, 
an elite band of hard-nosed 
Postal Inspectors dedicated 
to “eliminating those damn 
efficient bastards at FedEx 
and UPS at any cost!” 
Costarring Ed Asner as “The 
Chief” and rapper Ice-T as 
“Jimmy-J,"”, Newman’: street- 
smart homeboy informant. 


Yet 
Another fs 


Yeah, he says his pal 


Abel George is working for 

rom the Mets now, and his i 

your | neighbor Kramer has a With NBC desperate for a show 
Cousin [® book out about hats that 


furs into o hatl — any show — with the name 


es 


“Seinfeld” in the title, the pro- 
ducers of Suddenly Susan re- 
name their struggling sitcom. 
While technically not a Seinfeld 
spin-off, Suddenly Seinfeld at 
least has a character named 
Seinfeld — Jerrys third cousin 
and Susan’ new husband, 
Howard Seinfeld (Bronson 
Pinchot). Viewers never actu- 
ally see or even hear Jerry, but 
he and his wacky friends are 
constantly mentioned. 


For NBC its cheap and easy: Assemble 
all of Seinfeld’s recurring and one-shot 
characters and cram them into a leftover 
set from the original show. The leg- 
endary diner frequented by the old gang 


Jerry is still a very, 
very bad man, but 
his friends are very, 
very good for business! 


is bought out by Jerrys hapless immi- 
grant ex-buddy, Babu. Among the story 
lines: Crazy Joe Davola stalks Uncle Leo! 
Poppie convinces George Steinbrenner 
(back view only) to hire him as the 
Yankees manager! The Woman With Man 
Hands accidentally feels up The Woman 
With Fabulous Breasts (Teri Hatcher)! 
Mulva marries The Boy In The Bubble! 
Milos The Tennis Pro and The Drake play 
Yahtzee with Jerrys parents! Comedian 
Kenny Bania and ex-big leaguer Keith 
Hernandez vie for the affection of The 
Woman Who Invented The Puffy Pirate 
Shirt! NBC also has plans for a “spin-off- 
spin-off” featuring every Seinfeld extra 
who ever had a non-speaking role or 
was seen briefly in the background. 


WHAT HAS HERE WE GO WITH ANOTHER RIDICULOUS 
Tae MAD FOLD-IN 


HOTTEST Getting up in front of an audience is never easy. The 
STAND-UP competition is fierce and the pitfalls are many. There 
ROUTINE IN is a new stand-up routine on the scene that has peo- 
9 ple around the country applauding. To find out what 
THE COUNTRY? this stand-up routine is, fold page in as shown. FOLD PAGE OVER LIKE THIS! 
FOLD THIS SECTION OVER LEFT FOLD BACK SO “A” MEETS “B” 
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THE MAIN THRUST OF STAND-UP ROUTINES IS MAKING 
PEOPLE DELIRIOUSLY HAPPY. BUT TO BE 
VIABLE, PERFORMERS MUST BE LOVING AND INGRA- 
TIATING SO THAT ALL CONCERNED ENJOY 


WRITER & ARTIST AL JAFFEE 
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WHAT HAS 
BECOME THE 
HOTTEST 
STAND-UP 
ROUTINE IN 
THE COUNTRY? 
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FOLD PAGE OVER LIKE THIS! 
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